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'THATEVER the firſt 
Grounds of Trade have 
been it is certainly now 
ſo interwoven with the Intereſt of 
Princes, that no Nation can be 
truly powerful without a Share of 
the Riches that are thereby ob- 
tained. For this Reaſon the Im- 
provement of Trade is become a 
principal Affair of State: And as 
no Ties among Princes are of ſu - 
perior Obligation to the Good of 
their reſpective Countries; fo. all 
Nations, in their Dealings with 
it were, in a State of Nature; e- 
ver ready to lay hold of any Op- 
portanity that may offer, to ag 
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Lofs of thoſe Countries they traf- 


ck with, unleſs it be in order to 

encreaſe the Calculation of their 

own Profit. HO + 
Since therefore Trade is not on- 


ly neceſſary to the Well-Being of 


a State, but is alſo a Game where- 
aàt Nations muſt play; tho' they 
are at tlie ſame time ſenſible no 
Ties of Friendſhip are ſufficient to 
defend them from being overreach'd 
whenever it is in the Power of their 
Antagoniſts to do ſo, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary People ſhould be acquain- 
ted with the Nature of the whole 
Same, to the end they may prevent, 

or counterplot the Schemes laid for 
geeſtroying the Intereſt of their 
But this Skill is not ſo eaſily attain- 
ed as the Generality of Men imagine. 
TheAlterations of Trade are fo vari- 


old Schemes we muſt judge of the 
preſent Statebf itʒ nor is a Wandring 

i Generalzon a ſuperficial and ſmat- 
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adus and frequent, that it is not from 
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LL 
tering KnowledgeinthecommonIn- 
tereſt of Countries, with reſpect to 
Trade, nor of their Wants and Su- 
perfluities, which are eaſily pick d 
out of Books, a ſufficient Evidence 
of a Man's having acquired this 
Science: He ought moreover to be 
well verſed in the Commercial Laws 
of his own Country, and in the 


thoſe Nations with whuch it trades, 
all which are to be conſidered, com- 
pared and weighed with Judgment, 
Felare he ſhould preſume to form 
peremptory Concluſions, or advance 
dogmatical Aſſertions, with reſpect 
to the Trade and Intereſt of his 
Country, as it relates to that of 
other Nations. | 
I have been lead into this way of 
conſidering the Nature of Trade, 
and the Intricacies of it, by two Pa- 
rs which have lately appeared in 
Print, and whereof it ſeems we are 
to have more brought into the 


World; bur the Author keeping 


„ his 


Laws,'*Cuſtoms and Practices of 


* 


his Name —_—_— it is not poſſi- 
ble to convince him in private of 
many Miſtakes he has been guilty 
of. Lam therefore under a Neceſſity 
ot taking this Method of remarking 
on ſome of them, to prevent the 
World's being miſlead into falſe No- 
tions of the State of this 1 
what my Author ſays, of the | 
creaſe of the Wealth of Ireland, were = 
true, he might have boldly conclu- 
-ded; not only that ſtinted in Trade, 
and waſied 5 Out-Lyers as we are, 
tbert is ſtill ſomewhat left highly de- 
ſerwing of our Care and Circumſpec- 
tion; but he might have allo ſaid, 
that Ireland, under all thoſe Preſ- 
ſures, and notwithſtanding the 
Waſte of a long, bloody and inve- 
terate War, maintain d in her Bow- 
2 _ eee e; _ 
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tryin Europe; which is ſuch an AC 
ſertion, that I dare ſay will not 


be credited by any Perſon, who. is 
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this, vvhen he pretends 0 prove, that 
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ever ſo little converſant with the 


Affairs of Ireland. And yet what 
my Author maintains amounts to 


ſince the Year 1696. the Value of 
Lands and Improvements in Ireland 
is encrealed from ꝙ Millions to near 

6 Millions and an Half, whereby 
8 makes the Encreaſe to have been 
above ſix fold, which is three times 
more than the moſt ſanguine Com- 


putor ever aſſerted, the Riches of 


the moſt flouriſhing Country in 


Europe have been encreaſed in that 


time. And if we are thus encreaſed 


in Riches, does it not follow, that our 


Taxes ought to be proportionabl 
encreaſed Ska 8 not che 
Concluſion my Author aims at. 
It is true, Sir William Petty 
makes the yearly Rent of the Lands 
in and ( comprehending Quit 
Rent, Tythes and Tenants Im- 
provements) to have been in 1696, 
about 90c,oo0 or 25. per Acre, 
Ir:jþ Plantation Meaſure. But our 
UN A4 Au- 


Ader ig V are nov worth 
2824 mee per amm that is, about 
6. 4 be Laadof which is more 
that he of Eng land, inclu- 
Ging all the Ries a and Improve: 
ments of chat immenſſy rich ty: 
Jon 18 eorputed : at, according 
the Meaſure: From hence a Ne 
$675 evident, how wild'a Computa- 
tion my Author has made of this 
| Article; and chat it is a needleſs 
Work to deſtend to any — Scru- 
tiny of Particulars with him 
It is certain the Value of Lands 

to be purchaſed in Ireland; vis conſide- 
rably encreas'd ſince Sir W. Petty 
wrote his: Anatomy of Treland/ The 
unſettled State of Affaifs then, and 
the high Intereſt of Money 1n TIre- 
land kept the Value of Lands at 10 
Years Purchaſe,” and now they ſell 
at 20; but it does not thence follow 
chat Treland, conſidered in itſelf, 18 
grown in Weh a degree of Propors 


"i tion,asmy Author aſſerts, richer than 


ity 51 1576; er tho Lands letand 
5 | ſell 
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ſell dearer no than they did them 
yet as the Benefit of thoſe Purcha- 
15 and Encreaſe of Rents does not 
entirely accrue to the Inhabitants of 
the Country; but proportionably en- 
creaſe the annual Drafts on us by our 
Out-Lyer:, &c. in England, we are 

ſtill kept in a very low Kſtate. 
It is true England (and there- 
in the general Intereſt of the Bri- 
ziſh Empire, whereof Ireland is an 


eſſential Part) is thereby greatly 
benefitted; but though Pelaad, 1s 
grownricher, yet, it is not ina ſix fold 
Proportion, ſince, as the annual Debts 
= into Eugland by Sir W. Petty's 

omputation, amounted only to 
200,000 J. that Sum was in leſs Pro- 
portion to ooo the then Rental 
of Ireland than 600, oO J. which 
my Author ſays is now annually ſent 
into England, is to 1,600,000 J. 
which, according to the beſt Com- 
putations] have yet met; is the ut- 
moſt Value of our preſent Rental. 

At another time 1 may perhaps 

21 | be 


be inclined to enter farther into the 
Conſideration of this Matter, and to 
ay down'ſome Rules, which may 
prevent Computers in political A- 
rithmetick from falling into ſuch 
palpable Errors, as my Author has 
committed with relation to the In- 
tereſt of Ireland; but at preſent I 
ſhall only deſire him to conſider, that 


no Nation could ever encreaſe in | 
* Riches with that Velocity he has 
made Ireland, without a proportio- 


nal Kncreaſe of Caſh, and of People. 
No Sir W. Petty ſays; the Can 
of Ireland was 400,000 J. and the 
People, 1,100,000, At this time our 
Caſh is at molt $00,000 /. and our | 
People 1,500,000, This is in truth a | * 
onliderable Encreaſe, conſidering Þ 
the Circumſtances of our Affairs, ane 
it bears a proper Proportion to the 1 + 
Encreaſe of our Rental from ꝙ to 16 
hundred thouſand Pounds per ann. 
but it is in no degree of Proportion Y * 
to-the W rtl Encreaſe of unt: 
Weakb,as Eid . | 
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The next Miſtake I ſhall take no- 


tice of, is the Account of our Trade 
with France, whereby my Author 
ſays we gain 11% 28 1. you_ In- 
o much by 

that Trade, he would be nearer the 
Mi.erchants, it is certain, are of- 
ten byaſſed in giving their Advice 
for the Encouragement of thoſe 
Trades they are accuſtomed to gain 
by; however, in ſome things it will 

be worth my Author's while to 
conſult them. wht Hb, 

They will be able to tell him, 
that the Iriſb Trade with France is 
under ſuch ſevereReſtrictionsin that 
Country, that they are forced to 
ſend Money, or, what is the ſame 


7 Thing, to pay for the greateſt 
Part of the Goods they bring from 


thence, with Bills of Exchange. 
That as to the National Trade, it 


| is evidently to our Prejudice; tho? 
indeed particular Merchants get 


thereby, as they often do by the 
mout pernicious Trades, """Y 
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I intend to treat of this Matter 


more fully at another Time; and 
I ſhall therefore at preſent content 
my ſelf with ſaying, that France 
fhews no Manner of Favour to 
Ireland, but what their Neceſſities 
for our Proviſions, and Materials for 
Manufactures, enforces them to: 


call it) deſtructive Commerce, that 
the Duties on French Wines, c. 
are more favourable, than what is 
paid for the ſame Goods from Spain 
and Portugal, by both which 
Trades, we, as all other Nations, 
are conſiderable Gainers. d 
But my Author ſays, he has the 
Authority of the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Books for what he advances; yet it 
may be obſerved, that thoſe Books 
are not an infallible Evidence of this 
Trade, fince it is well known, ma- 
ny of the moſt expenſive Articles 
of our Importation, are ſubject to 
ſuch high Duties, that they are 
clandeſtinely brought into the King- 


Let we are fo fond of this (Iwill 
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dom; ſo that, ſhoud the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Books give a Colour for my 
Author's Computation of Gain on 
the French Trade, which I cannot 
believe they do, they mult be look'd 
upon as erroneous, in ſupporting a 
Matter contrary to what is ſo ſen- 
ſibly felt, as the evil Effects of the 
French Trade. ity: 
That we conſiderably ſuffer by 
that Trade, is yet further evident 
from the Courſe of Exchange be- 
tween Ireland and France, which, 
for many Years paſt, has, been to 
the Diſadvantage of Ireland. And, 
let my Author obſerve by the bye, 
that the Rate of Exchange is one 
of the Pulſes skilful Politicians 


are to feel, in order to diſcover the 


true State: of a National Trade. 

There are many other Remarks I 
cowd make on the two Papers I 
have now before me; and, perhaps, 
when better Leiſure will permit, 
I ſhall do ſo: But, as the Author 
ſeems to mean well, I would be 
To Hp tender 
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tender of him However, before I 


* quit his Works for this Time, I maſt 
put my Reader in mind, that it is 


dangerous to rely on every Informa- 
tion relating to Trade, which is ex- 
proper judgment adapts the No- 


tions of the Author to the particu- 


lar Subhect he is enquiring about, 
he may be lead into dangerous 
Miſtakes. boch 


Inſtan ceof this, 


Il have but to obſerve; that my Au- 


to be a reaſonable Medium for 
Freight of Ships, Merchants Ex- 
ber cey and Profit, on our general 
rade; and this, becauſe that Me- 


of the fame Kind in England Now, 


my Author ſhould have conſidered, 
that this Rate was diſputed, even 
m Eng/and; as too large an Al 
Joanneum their umlimitted Trade: 

And) in order to ſupport the Rea- 


ſonableneſs 
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ſonableneſs 425 it 2 1 Pre- 


miums of Infurances, which: to us 
are all clear Loſs, either to England 
or Holland; the Eaft-India Trade, 
on which at leaſt 400 per Cent. 
Profit is made, the 77 ia, As 
 frican, Turkey, and other rich Trades, 
in which we have little or no Part, 
were all ht into the Compu- 
tation to ſtrike that Medium of 25 
per Cant; and ſhall the Profit, ec. 
of our inſignificant Trade be ſet on 
1 ſurely, it is a great 
"ihe Wer a t. I will hon 

do 15 901 7Þ0 
Let me now al my Arighen 
how he can reconcile the Affurance 
he has given us of our having grown 
above fhx Times richer than we 
were in 1676. even when he ab 
lows the Draft of our Ou-Lyer:, 
c. in Eng is 600,000 J. per 
An. 1 tha the " TIA of our 
e rts and Imports, as 
Rated by: bis, amounts = only 
23470 /. 


C6} 
234,021! J. per An. which is little 
more than 1 3d Part of that annual 
Drain. Andy to ſhew his Skill yet 
further, let him take in, and ac- 
count ſor, the Repairs of the De- 
vaſtations occaſioned by the War, 
which has intervened in that Time. 
To conclude, ſince he has promiſed 
to favour the World with more of 
his Works, and to lay Schemes be- 
fore the Parliament, let me entreat 
him to conſider of what ill Conſe- 
quence it might prove to a Nation, 
to have the Legiſlature decerved 
in Matters of this Conſequence ; 
therefore, let me adviſe him to 
weigh what he writes with more 
Carethan he has done thoſe Things 
he has already advanced, and not to 
depend-alone 'on what he finds ſet 
down in printed Books, which are 
deceitful, unleſs weighed by a ſound 
and diſcernin 8 Judgment. 
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